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For those people who would be im-
pacted by that $8 billion cut, it is
about a $90 cut per month in the ben-
efit that they get. Every single person
on the SNAP program received a cut.
That cut that happened on November 1
for an average family of three would be
about a $30 cut. So you add the $30 plus
the $90 that we are now talking about,
that is now a $120 cut per month for
these families. That is a lot of money.

The fact of the matter is the SNAP
benefit, as it stands, is not overly gen-
erous. In fact, I would say it is too
stingy. It doesn’t provide enough for
people to be able to afford food, never
mind nutritious food. A lot of the peo-
ple who show up at our food banks and
our food pantries are on the SNAP pro-
gram. But to cut an average family of
three’s benefits by about $120 per
month is outrageous. We don’t have to
worry. No one in this Chamber has to
worry about whether or not they can
afford to put food on the table for their
families. Why aren’t we more con-
cerned with the fact that there are so
many people in this country who are
food insecure and who are outright
hungry? We need to do something
about this.

Mr. Speaker, I have heard my col-
leagues say, Well, we are not really
trying to cut people’s benefits; all we
are trying to do is reform the program.
We are trying to combat a culture of
dependency. When you cut this pro-
gram that provides food to poor people,
what you do is you don’t deal with an
issue of a culture of dependency. What
you do is make their lives more miser-
able. The fact of the matter is the ma-
jority of people on SNAP are children,
senior citizens, and disabled people. Of
those who can work, a majority of
them work. There are people who work
full time and still are so poor they
qualify for SNAP assistance.

And the response of this Congress is
going to be to make their lives more
miserable? I ask my colleagues who
support these cuts, is that what you
came here for, to make the lives of the
most vulnerable in this country more
miserable? Is that what you are here
for? Is that the purpose of your service
in the United States Congress? Give me
a break. We need to solve these prob-
lems.

The fact of the matter is that in-
creasing hunger in America costs us a
great deal. Hungry kids don’t learn in
school. Senior citizens who can’t afford
their food and their medication and
take their medication on an empty
stomach end up in our emergency
rooms. There is a cost to hunger. In
fact, it is more expensive to tolerate
the hunger in America than it is to
solve the problem. We were elected to
solve problems, to lift people up, and
not put people down.

I would just finally close, Mr. Speak-
er, by saying I urge the White House to
get more involved in this issue, to get
involved in this fight. There are some
things worth fighting for. Ending pov-
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erty and ending hunger in America is
worth fighting for.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to reject cuts in the SNAP program
that will increase hunger in America.

————

COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN) for 5
minutes. .

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, to kick off this year’s an-
nual Computer Science Education
Week taking place from December 9 to
December 15, I had the pleasure of vis-
iting with students at Capital High
School in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

We took part in the global Hour of
Code campaign organized by Com-
puting in the Core and code.org that of-
fers introductory coding activities and
tutorials.

I also engaged with students about
the importance of computer science by
hosting a panel of industry profes-
sionals to highlight how diverse and
exciting a career in computer science
can truly be.

It is conversations like these that
can be useful in helping young people
navigate toward careers in computer
science and STEM. In today’s world, a
degree in computer science translates
into high-paying, in-demand jobs.

At a time when people are struggling
to find work in our recovering econ-
omy, the computer science industry is
growing, and New Mexico is predicted
to add 15,360 computing jobs by 2018.

It has become increasingly essential
for students to learn the language of
code, the same way that they learn
reading, writing, and mathematics. If
we are to remain economically com-
petitive and have a highly skilled
workforce, access to computer science
curricula and coding instruction must
be a priority.

However, nationwide, only one in 10
schools offers computer science, and
there is a great lack of diversity in
those that do. Just 4 percent of stu-
dents enrolled are female and 3 percent
are students of color. In New Mexico,
only 57 students took the computer
science AP exam in 2012. This is a re-
sult, in part, of the fact that New Mex-
ico does not offer computer science
teacher certifications for middle and
high school teachers and is one of the
36 States that does not count computer
science courses toward high school
graduation requirements for math and
science.

Computer science provides students
with the 2lst-century skills necessary
for innovation by teaching design, log-
ical reasoning, and problem-solving.
Yet, too few students have access to
this rigorous coursework. That is why I
cosponsored H.R. 2536, the Computer
Science Education Act, that will help
ensure that more students have access
to computer science education by mak-
ing it a core academic subject and in-
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cluding computer science teachers in
professional development.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
support of the Computer Science Edu-
cation Week and Computer Science
Education Act. It is critically impor-
tant that every student have the op-
portunity to learn computer science at
an early age.

When we show them that they have
the power to create the next great app,
not just use it, I believe we will cap-
ture their hearts and minds and foster
the next generation of innovators.

——————

IN MEMORY OF JOHN REDNOUR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. ENYART) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the memory of one of my con-
stituents, Mr. John Rednour of Du
Quoin, Illinois.

John passed away on December 1, and
I had the privilege of attending his fu-
neral service last week. All of us came
to honor a man who did so much for
southern Illinois. John had many ti-
tles, and most of us knew him as the
mayor of Du Quoin, a position he held
for 24 years. He was a businessman, a
banker, and an ironworker. He served
for many years on the Illinois State
Police Merit Board. But none of those
titles do the man justice. He was one of
the foremost civic leaders in Illinois,
and he worked tirelessly to improve
southern Illinois and to create oppor-
tunity and jobs for its people.

John was a self-made man who rose
from humble beginnings, but never for-
got where he came from. His passing is
a loss to our region. Most of all, it is a
loss for his family; and today I ask my
colleagues to remember the Rednour
family, especially John’s wife of 61
years, Wanda, who was his true part-
ner.

Southern Illinois is a better place be-
cause of John Rednour, and today I am
proud to honor my friend’s memory.

———

URGING UKRAINE TO SETTLE ITS
INTERNAL DISAGREEMENTS
PEACEFULLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the polit-
ical turmoil in Ukraine demands the
world’s attention.

It is now 5 p.m. in Kiev where pro-
testers in Independence Square are re-
grouping after a night of violent crash-
es with Ukrainian security forces. As
of now, the security forces have begun
to pull back from the crackdown; and
despite intimidation and threats of vio-
lence, the opposition has retained con-
trol of Euromaiden, the name given to
Independence Square in a clear sign of
solidarity with Europe.

The United States has sided un-
equivocally with those Ukrainians who
are demonstrating for an independent
Ukraine, for their rights to free assem-
bly and free speech under provisions of
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